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WHAT IS FLYBALL
Flyball consists of a relay race between two teams of four dogs. Each dog must jump over four hurdles, retrieve a ball by triggering a flyball box pedal and then return over the hurdles to the start/finish line.
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Flyball is a canine team sport which is founded on the activities that dogs love to do – run, jump, fetch, retrieve, compete and most of all: their desire to please their owners.

There is no discrimination in Flyball. Any dog; regardless of breed, size, shape or formal training, can participate and join in on the fun. Flyball does not interfere with obedience training. In fact, the sport reinforces the disciplines taught in obedience classes.

Competitions are run in performance based divisions. The fastest teams are put in Division 1 and slower division follow sequentially.  This enables every team to have a fair go and be competitive in their division.

Unlike any other dog activity to date, flyball is pure fun for everyone: the dogs, the handlers and the spectators. Spectators are encouraged to applaud, laugh and cheer on their favourite team.

The flyball community is passionate, encouraging and diverse. The enthusiasm and sheer exhilaration on the dogs’ faces (and some of the handlers faces too!) creates a vibrant atmosphere.

If you are looking for a new and stimulating way to spend time with your pet – then why not give flyball a go!

The Field

There are two racing lanes set up side-by-side with as little as 10 feet (3.05m) between them. Between the lanes there is a set of drag racing lights waiting to do the count down for the start of each heat.
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Each lane is 51 feet (15.54m) in length and consists of 4 hurdles; the first being 6 feet (1.84m) from the start/finish line and the rest at 10 foot (3.05m) intervals. The hurdle height is set 5 inches lower than the shoulder height of the smallest dog in the team (limited to a minimum of 7 inches and a maximum of 14 inches).

At the end of the lane is the flyball box with a tennis ball in it. The flyball box is 15 feet from the last hurdle and requires the dog to trigger the box to release the ball. The dog then seamlessly leaps onto the box, catches the ball, turns, and continues back to the start/finish line: where their handler is usually jumping up and down, waving their arms and screaming words of encouragement.

The Race

Each relay team consists of four dogs, with up to two reserve dogs that can be interchanged between heats. There can be either three or five heats in every race.

When the last light turns green the dogs are off and racing (crossing the start/finish line before the light is green results in a foul).

Each dog must jump the four hurdles, retrieve the ball and jump back over the hurdles to complete their lap. Missed jumps and dropped balls require the dog to rerun the course after the rest of the team has finished.

As soon as the first dog’s nose returns across the start/finish line the next dog is off!

The first team to have all four of their racing dogs complete their run cleanly wins the heat.

The Australian Flyball Association Contact in the ACT is Carolyn Shrives ACT@flyball.org.au

Further information
Further information about DOGS ACT activities including getting involved in Flyball, can also be found at www.dogsact.org.au OR call our office and speak to our staff during Business Hours (Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday – 9.30 to 2.30) on 02 6241 4404.
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Membership


Join the AFA



 HYPERLINK "javascript:login()" 

Renew Membership



 HYPERLINK "http://www.flyball.org.au/new-members/" 

Junior Membership



 HYPERLINK "http://www.flyball.org.au/title-points/" 

Titles



Competitions


National Champions



 HYPERLINK "http://www.flyball.org.au/events/" 

Coming Events



 HYPERLINK "http://www.flyball.org.au/hosting-a-competition/" 

Hosting a Competition



 HYPERLINK "http://www.flyball.org.au/sanction%20a-competition/" 

Sanction a Competition



 HYPERLINK "http://www.flyball.org.au/seed-times/" 

Seed Times



 HYPERLINK "http://www.flyball.org.au/trophies/" 

Trophies



 HYPERLINK "http://www.flyball.org.au/awards/" 

Awards



 HYPERLINK "http://www.flyball.org.au/register-team-name/" 

Register Team Name



 HYPERLINK "http://www.flyball.org.au/racing-formats/" 

Racing Formats



Member Information


Contacts



 HYPERLINK "http://www.flyball.org.au/committee/" 

Committee



 HYPERLINK "http://www.flyball.org.au/dog-honour-board/" 

Dog Honour Board



 HYPERLINK "http://www.flyball.org.au/judges-training/" 

Judges Training



 HYPERLINK "http://www.flyball.org.au/judge-accreditation/" 

Judge Accreditation



 HYPERLINK "http://www.flyball.org.au/honour-board/" 

Life Members



 HYPERLINK "http://www.flyball.org.au/stewards-timekeepers/" 

Stewards and Timekeepers



 HYPERLINK "http://www.flyball.org.au/regional-duty/" 

Regional Responsibilities



 HYPERLINK "http://www.flyball.org.au/rep-duties/" 

Representative Duties



 HYPERLINK "http://www.flyball.org.au/rescue-dogs/" 

Rescue Dogs



 HYPERLINK "http://www.flyball.org.au/rules/" 

Rules



News


Club Updates



 HYPERLINK "http://www.flyball.org.au/rainbow-bridge/" 

Rainbow Bridge



 HYPERLINK "http://www.flyball.org.au/publish-an-article/" 

Publish an article



 HYPERLINK "http://www.flyball.org.au/send-your-photos/" 

Send your photos



 HYPERLINK "http://www.flyball.org.au/feedback/" 

Feedback



